[The role of surgery in the management of diffuse (N3) lung cancer].
The aim of the paper is to give a contribution to the understanding of the role of surgery in patients with N3 lung cancer. The A. describe their results on 32 patients with N3 lung cancer operated on mediastinectomy; histological examination of the specimens showed 27 squamous cell carcinomas and 5 adenocarcinomas. The operation was performed through a median sternotomy to gain access to the left and right paratracheal nodes, pretracheal, precarinal and subcarinal nodes, subaortic and left and right hilar nodes that were removed together with the fat of the mediastinum. Left pneumonectomy was performed in 5 patients. There was no operative mortality; 12 patients were irradiated in the postoperative period with 5,000 Rads (50 Gy), while 18 or the 27 patients with squamous cell carcinoma are still alive.